Transcribed from the November 2007 issue of the Potrero View
Hill Resident Curt Yagi Releases Debut Album

By Kerry Fleisher

After 10 years toiling for the corporate world as a high-technology consultant, Potrero Hill resident Curt Yagi followed his instincts and swapped his private sector gig for a full-time position in the nonprofit world.  This turning point in his life seeps through his first album What’s Come Over Me, an earnest and heartfelt debut to be released in mid-November.  
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“I never had the confidence to write my own music, let alone sing in public,” said Yagi, who’d always taken a backseat to fellow musicians until he picked up a guitar several years ago.  He’s since shed his inhibitions and gone solo, singing lead vocals in The Curt Yagi Band.  His outfit has played at the Bill Graham Civic Auditorium, Herbst Theater and Red Devil Lounge, and will next be taking the stage at Jelly’s on Pier 50 for his CD release party.

In What’s Come Over Me, Yagi cranks out wistful pop tunes that feature his breezy voice and coming-of-age lyrics.  He sets his upbeat, feel-good guitar chords to a brassy horn section on his track “Can’t Get My Way,” and croons over somber piano riffs in the feature track, “What’s Come Over Me.”

Nine years ago, Yagi suffered a knee injury that kept him on crutches, prompting him to write a five-year plan to phase out of the corporate world in order to “find meaning in my life.”  He soon began volunteering every Saturday at Real Options for City Kids (R.O.C.K.), a nonprofit that provides in and after school enrichment programs and outdoor adventures for at-risk youth.


When the previous Executive Director announced her resignation, Yagi didn’t balk at the opportunity to manage the organization full-time.  “It was a no-brainer,” said Yagi, even though his salary took a huge slash.  “In the back of my mind, I always thought the best part of my week was Saturday.”


After accepting his new position, Yagi moved from Cow Hollow to 18th Street near Arkansas Street, which helped facilitate his commute to R.O.C.K., which is located in Visitacion Valley.  During the transition, Yagi added guitar to his bass and piano skills, and started playing open mics around the Bay Area in spite of his stage fright.  “My kids at R.O.C.K. on the other hand, are fearless,” said Yagi.  “Being in public doesn’t seem to frighten them.”


What’s Come Over Me is a testament to Yagi’s dedication to R.O.C.K. and the turning point it prompted in his life, musically and professionally.  In one song Yagi sings, “Every day is the same as the one I saw before/eyes don’t change separation of rich and poor/can’t accept helpless feeling inside the mind.”  From the corporate world to youth development, Yagi is now proud to be center stage, inspiring others to discover their tru calling.

Join Yagi for his release party on November 9th at Jelly’s, 295 Terry Francois Boulevard, Pier 50, 8pm to 1am.  Snippets of his songs are available at www.curtyagi.com.

